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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr . President, members, this is one of those
very, very difficult decisions that comes i n at k ind of the
eleventh hour a nd I 'm not particularly critical of it. It' s
just that it's very difficult to...for m e, at least, to make a n
informed decision. And I commend Senator Pedersen for bringing
t hi s t o ou r a t t e n t i on , b u t I a m go i ng t o o p p o s e i t a nd I ' m g o i n g
to suggest strongly that you put in a bill next y ear where it
would h a v e a f u l l pu b l i c h ea r i n g a n d f i n d o u t t h e r a mi f i ca t i o n s ,
because I don ' t kn ow the ramifications. I ' ve been told that
t he . . . m any o f t he f u n c t i o n s o f t ha t L i n c o l n Co r r e c t i on a l Ce n t e r ,
the s t a f f , i n o t h e r wo r d s , I d o n ' t k no w whe t h e r we cou l d cu t a l l
the staff, bu t th e y are the food se r v ice, th e perimeter
security, one I ca n't even read my writing now, maintenance,
laundry, canteen are all done out o f t hat unit. So .. .and
p rot e c t i v e c u s t o dy i s t h e r e , me n t a l h e a l t h a n d t r e a t m e n t i s
there, and sex offenders are there. And so it 's beyond my
limited understanding, and that once again goes back to my
problem. I have a hard time grasping all the ramifications of
t h i s . An d on t h a t b a s i s , I ' m r e l u c t a n t t o mak e a l a t e ho u r
decis ion o n s a v i n g t h a t m o ney , w h i c h i s ce r t ai n l y ent i c i n g. And
I wonder the ramifications of our parole laws. Simply massively
laying off or letting out people early based on our laws, I have
no comprehension, no expertise at all in that area as to if it' s
impacted on our early releases, if it's impacted on our good
t ime, i f i t ' s i mp a c t e d o n ou r b a d t i m e or wh a t e v er t he y ca l l i t .
There's too many questions for me to make a decision for this
amendment a t t h i s t i me . No w m a y b e I c a n b e p e r su a d e d . I ' m n o t
agains t l oo k i ng b e c au s e i n f a c t I t h ou g h t ab o ut t h i s my se l f o f
letting prisoners out. Other states ha v e do n e that , let
states (sic) out early. O nce again, my memory goes back and I
f ound th e i n f o r ma t i o n an d now I d o n ' t ha v e i t a t my f i nge r t i ps .
I t ' s t r ue we don ' t ha v e a s many on p a r o l e a s ot h e r s t at e s , but
on the o t he r h a nd , w e h ave a r el at i ve l y l ow i ncar c e r a t i o n r at e
per thousand. So eve n t hough it looks like we have a high
i ncarcera t i o n r a t e a n d a l ow p a r o l e , i n t he sch eme o f t hi ng s , w e
have a relatively low incarceration rate per thousand in the
first place which implies to me that we are using probation at
least a little more extensively than maybe other states a lready
are . I ca n ' t pr ov e t h a t , d on ' t k n ow t h a t . I ' m su b j e c t t o a
chal l e n g e o n t ha t . Bu t a t t h i s p o i n t , I ' m j u st n o t c on v i nc e d
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